and Weiler have recently argued that "only a unified approach embracing both dimensions of the Union's approach to human rights is viable". I shall suggest that a unified approach is more difficult than might appear. Some double standards -even ten-fold standards -should remain.
The new Constitututional Treaty addresses some of the blatant inconsistencies. The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities.
These values are common to the Member States in a society in which pluralism, nondiscrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and equality between women and men prevail." I shall argue that, while important contributions, the Charter and the procedures in the Constitutional Treaty are not sufficient for alleviating all alleged inconsistencies in human rights policies. Indeed, some apparent inconsistencies should remain.
To be sure, some of the inconsistencies appear obviously problematic. The European Union cannot credibly urge non-Member States to ratify UN conventions
